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Portuguese emigration to Belgium records a slight decline in 2025

2025-10-28

In 2025, a total of 5,309 Portuguese citizens entered Belgium, according to data from Statbel.
The national statistics office recorded 177,094 entries of foreign nationals, with Portuguese

representing 3% of this total. +

In 2025, Portuguese immigration to Belgium declined slightly (-3%) compared with the
previous year. This trend mirrored the decrease in total foreign immigration to Belgium (-8.8%),
resulting nevertheless in an increase in the relative importance of Portuguese migration:
Portuguese nationals accounted for around 3% of all immigrant arrivals in the country. Despite
this modest decline, Portuguese emigration to Belgium remains at historically high levels,
following the recovery in migration flows observed between 2021 and 2024 after the sharp
decline caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Over the 2000-2025 period, Portuguese emigration
to Belgium reached its lowest level in 2000 (1,369 arrivals) and its highest level in 2024 (5,471

arrivals), highlighting the substantial growth in migration flows over the past two decades.

Portuguese inflows into Belgium, 2000-2025
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Source Graph by Observatério da Emigragdo [Emigration Observatory], data by Statbel.

Link https://statbel.fgov.be/fr

[by Inés Vidigal]
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