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Foreword 

Trends in Portuguese emigration 

01. Portugal is today the European Union country with the highest emigration as a proportion 

of its population. There are more than two million Portuguese emigrants, meaning more than 

20% of the Portuguese population lives outside the country of their birth. Over recent decades, 

the growth in the number of Portuguese emigrants has been greater than the growth of the 

resident population in Portugal. Around 110,000 Portuguese left the country in 2013 alone. 

02. There has been constant emigration from Portugal since the Second World War, although 

the rate has varied. Up until the mid-1960s, emigration was mainly intercontinental, with the 

main destinations being the Americas and the former colonies in Africa. Since the mid-1960s 

emigration has been mainly to Europe, although there was a brief interregnum during the 

decade following the 1974 Revolution. 

03. Gradually but steadily, emigration began to rise again after Portugal joined the European 

Economic Community in 1986. Freedom of movement within Europe, to European Union and 

EFTA member states, explains why most Portuguese emigration was increasingly focused on 

Europe during this period. Not only did more than two-thirds of Portuguese emigrants settle 

in this group of European countries, in 2010, so did more than 85% of the emigrants who left 

Portugal that year. 

04. The economic trend to stagnation and downward pressure on public investment that 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻΣ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ 

decades of the 21st century. This increase was interrupted by the 2008 crisis, but it has 

returned with greater intensity since 2010. 

05. The effects of the crisis on the scale and pattern of Portuguese emigration have varied over 

recent years. During the first phase, from 2008 to 2010, the global nature of the financial crisis 

and in particular its impact on employment in Spain, then the main destination for Portuguese 

emigrants, resulted in a decline in the number of Portuguese migrants. With the asymmetrical 

nature of the so-called sovereign debt crisis and the recessionary effects of austerity policies, 

emigration has grown faster since 2010 than before the crisis. 
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06. The main destinations during the current phase of Portuguese emigration are the United 

Kingdom, Switzerland, France and Germany. Not only is the United Kingdom the main 

destination for Portuguese emigrants, but it is also the most important in attracting qualified 

migrants. 

07. In the older emigration destinations in the Americas, there are today large and ageing 

populations in decline. This is the case in Canada, the United States, Venezuela and Brazil, 

although there are signs that there is a slight increase in emigration to this last one. In general, 

however, the arrival of new Portuguese migrants in the Americas has declined to such an 

extent that it has been unable to compensate for mortality, returns and re-emigration. 

08. In those European destinations favoured by Portuguese migrants during the 1960s, 

the Portuguese emigrant populations are large and ageing, but still growing. The recent return 

of Portuguese migration to countries such as Germany, France and Luxembourg has been 

sufficient to stabilise or even halt the decline of the resident Portuguese population in these 

countries, but it has not been able to compensate for the fact they are ageing, which is largely 

a result of the interruption of the flow of migrants during the years after 1974. 

09. In the new destinations favoured by Portuguese emigration, the migrants are young and 

their numbers are growing, although the patterns are still varied. The focus here is on three 

of these countries: Switzerland, which has the longest history of intensive Portuguese 

migration, dating from the mid-1980s; the United Kingdom, which is currently the main 

destination for Portuguese migrants, and which is still growing rapidly; and Spain, which is 

emerging from period of decline as a destination country following the 2008 financial crisis, 

which was largely a result of the recession in construction that until then was the main pull 

sector for unqualified labour migration. 

10. The new Portuguese emigration is more qualified. However, with the data available from 

the 2010-11 census it is not possible to state if the emigrants are more qualified than the 

Portuguese population in general, which is also more qualified than before. Up to the date 

of the last census, the growth in the proportion of the emigrant population with a university 

degree had been at the same rate as the growth in the proportion of the population living in 

Portugal with a university degree. Nevertheless, with the collapse in the 21st-century flow of 

unqualified Portuguese emigration to Spain after 2008, and the growth in emigration to new 

destinations such as the United Kingdom, it is possible that there have been as yet 

unregistered changes in the structure of the qualifications held by emigrants. 
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11. The growth of emigration during recent years has already translated into changes in the 

value of remittances received in Portugal. In nominal terms, this value has increased by more 

than 10% a year since 2011. This year, recorded inward remittances exceeded three billion 

euros, corresponding to around 1.8% of GDP. In relative terms, Portugal is now one of the 

European Member states in which the economic impact of remittances is greatest. France and 

Switzerland, the two main countries of Portuguese emigration, were also the source of more 

than half of the remittances received in Portugal in 2013. 

Methodological remarks 

12. There is a basic asymmetry in international migration. The right to leave the country in 

which you live is today established as a basic human freedom. However, entry into a country 

of which you are not a national continues to depend on the sovereign will of the nation states. 

Consequently, there is no record of exits (emigration), only of entries (immigration). Estimating 

and characterising emigration from a country therefore requires gathering data on the entry 

and permanence of emigrants in their country of destination. The data the Observatório 

da Emigração gathers, reports and analyses is obtained from the institutes responsible for 

collecting immigration statistics in each of the countries the Portuguese emigrate to. 

13. The challenge of harmonising the data produced by such a large number of organisations, 

the weaknesses of the statistical systems in some countries, and the international nature of 

the movements studied are at the root of increasing intervention by leading international 

organisations responsible for the production of databases and statistical indicators on 

emigration. Consulting this data is now crucial if we are to achieve a better understanding of 

the phenomenon of migration. The Factbook also brings together data and estimates about 

Portuguese emigration available from sources such as Eurostat, the OECD, the World Bank and 

the United Nations. 

14. There is currently a consensus among international organisations on the use of place 

of birth as a migration indicator: an emigrant is someone who has lived for more than a year 

in a country different from the one in which they were born. However, in terms of the 

statistics concerning the entry of immigrants into a country, the data generally refers to the 

entry of foreigners, given that controlling the entry of foreigners is the purpose of the register. 

As a rule, the Factbook uses both emigration indicators. When measuring and characterising 

the emigrant Portuguese population, the indicator used whenever possible is country of birth ς 

people born in Portugal and living in other countries. When measuring the entry of Portuguese 
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into their destination country, the indicator generally used is that of nationality ς Portuguese 

citizens entering other countries. 

15. The dispersion of data about Portuguese emigration, which is produced by statistics 

agencies in dozens of countries, each in their own national languages, and which are often 

unavailable to the public, makes it very difficult to obtain quick individual access to relevant 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƽǊƛƻΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

select original data on Portuguese emigration that is available from the sources in the 

destination countries, and, whenever necessary, to negotiate the collection of and access 

to the data produced by these sources that remains unavailable. The Observatório then 

harmonises and gathers together the data and makes it available through its website and in its 

publications. The Factbook is intended to be an annual compilation of the main indicators 

of Portuguese emigration resulting from this systematic endeavour, making it available in 

a condensed format to all those requiring this information: in particular to researchers, 

decision-makers and journalists. 

16. The Factbook consists of four chapters. The first chapter provides aggregated data on total 

Portuguese emigration, much of which is estimates, as well as comparative data on Portuguese 

and global emigration. The second chapter contains more detailed information on the four 

indicators of Portuguese emigration to the main destination countries: flows, stocks, 

citizenship, and consular records. The third chapter brings together the main information 

concerning remittances received in Portugal and sent from Portugal. The content of chapter 

four changes each year. In this first issue, the Factbook provides a chronological series 

on tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

will contain data from the 2000-01 and 2010-11 censuses concerning the socio-demographic 

characteristics of immigrant Portuguese populations in the main destination countries. 

Finally, the Factbook also contains basic information regarding the indicators and sources 

consulted (metadata and glossary). 
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Highlights 

Total emigration 

Á There are more than two million Portuguese emigrants worldwide, according to estimates 

by the United Nations and the World Bank (between 2.0 and 2.3 million). 

Á Portuguese emigrants amount to more than 20% of the population living in Portugal. In relative 

terms, Portugal is the European Union country with more emigration (after Malta). 

Á Total inflow of Portuguese in destination countries exceeded 110 thousand migrants 

in 2013, almost three times more than in 2001 (about 40,000). 

Á Population in Portugal dropped by 0.5% between 2012 and 2013. 

Á The new Portuguese emigration is more qualified than it was in the past. The share 

of graduates in Portuguese immigrants in OECD countries rose by more than 50%,  

from 7% in 2001 to 11% in 2011. 

Á However, in 2010/11 over 60% of Portuguese immigrants in OECD countries were  

low-skilled (primary or lower educational attainment). Emigrants from previous waves 

of Portuguese emigration, less qualified than the current ones, are still more numerous 

than new emigrants. 

Á Portuguese immigrant population in OECD countries continues to age. Between 2000 

and  010, the share of the elderly grew by 80%, while the percentage of immigrants aged 

25-64 increased only by 10%. The contribution of the current, younger, emigration wave 

is still insufficient, in most destination countries, to offset the aging of former generations 

of emigrants. 

Emigration to the main destination countries 

Á Ten out of the 16 most important countries of destination of Portuguese emigration are 

European. The Portuguese emigration is mainly a European emigration. 

Á The United Kingdom is the main destination of Portuguese emigration: 30,000 inflows in 

2013. Between 2012 and 2013, the number of Portuguese inflows in the UK rose by 47%. 

Á In 2013 Switzerland, France, and Germany ranked second, third, and fourth with inflows 

of Portuguese emigration of respectively 20 thousand, 18 thousand, and 11 thousand. 
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Á Outside Europe, the main destination countries of Portuguese emigration are in Africa 

and speak Portuguese: Angola (ranked 5th) and Mozambique (ranked 7th). 

Á In 2013 the Portuguese were the nationality most represented among the new immigrants 

in Luxembourg and France. In Switzerland they were the second most represented 

nationality and in the United Kingdom and Brazil the fifth. 

Á With more than half million persons born in Portugal living in France (592,281 in 2011), 

this is the single most important country of destination of Portuguese emigration. 

Á Switzerland is the second country with more Portuguese-born migrants, over 200 thousand 

persons (211,451 in 2013). 

Á About a quarter (23%) of all immigrants living in Brazil in 2010 were Portuguese. 

In Luxembourg, 30% of all immigrants in 2011 were Portuguese. 

Á Portuguese-born is the second most numerous immigrant population in Switzerland 

(9% of all immigrants) and the third in France (11% of all immigrants). 

Á In 2013, the two countries with the highest growth of the stock of migrants born 

in Portugal were Norway (+ 26%) and the UK (+ 19%). 

Á Portuguese were more than a fifth (22%) of the foreigners that acquired Luxembourg 

citizenship in 2013. 

Remittances 

Á In 2013, recorded inward remittance exceeded three thousand million euros, 

corresponding to around 1.8% of GDP. 

Á France and Switzerland, the two main countries of destination of Portuguese emigration, 

were the source of more than half of the remittances received in Portugal (respectively, 

30% and 25%). 

Á Brazil was the destination for nearly half (46%) of remittances sent abroad by immigrants 

living in Portugal. 

Á Between 2012 and 2013, remittances received in Portugal rose by 10% in nominal terms 

and 9% as a percentage of GDP. 

Á In 2012, Portugal ranked 29th among the top recipient countries of recorded remittances. 
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Changes in emigration to top destination countries, 2001-2013 

Á Between 2003 and 2013, Portuguese inflows increased in all main destination countries. 

Major changes were registered in Norway (+31%), Brazil (+22%), Belgium (+10%) 

and United Kingdom (+9%). 

Á After 2008, with the crisis, there was a large decrease of Portuguese inflows in Spain  

(-21%) and sharper increases of inflows in Brazil (+34%), Norway (+ 25%), Germany (+22%) 

and the United Kingdom (18%). 

Á Between 2003 and 2013, the largest increases in the stock of Portuguese-born immigrants 

were registered in Norway (+ 11%), Spain (+ 7%), Switzerland (+ 6%) and the United 

Kingdom (+ 5%). Sharper decreases were registered in Brazil (-5%) and Venezuela (-4%). 

Á Between 2003 and 2013, the largest increases in the number of Portuguese emigrants 

that acquired the citizenship of the host countries were registered in Luxembourg (+ 22%), 

Spain (+ 9%), Switzerland (+ 7%) and Germany (+ 5%). Sharper decreases were registered 

in France (-9%), Canada (-8%), The Netherlands (-6%) and the United States (-3%). 
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1 | Total emigration 
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Country statistical profile 

Table 1.1 Main social indicators: international comparison 

Indicators Portugal 

Top three countries of destination of 

Portuguese emigration (outflows) 

Top three countries of origin  

of immigration in Portugal (inflows) 

United  

Kingdom 
Switzerland Germany Brazil 

Cabo 

Verde 
Romania 

Surface area (1000 km2, 2013) 91.6 241.9 39.5 348.5 8,358.1 4.0 230.0 

Population (millions, 2013) 10.5 64.1 8.1 80.6 200.4 0.5 20.0 

Population density (people per km2, 2012) 114.2 264.9 204.5 231.3 24.0 123.8 86.8 

Urban population (% of total) 62.3 82.1 73.8 74.9 85.2 64.1 54.2 

Population growth (annual %, 2013) -0.5 0.6 1.1 0.2 0.9 0.9 -0.6 

Population ages 0-14 (% of total, 2013) 14.8 17.6 14.8 13.1 24.1 29.5 15.1 

Population ages 65 and above (% of total, 2013) 18.8 17.5 17.7 21.1 7.5 5.3 15.1 

Fertility rate, total (births per woman, 2012) 1.3 1.9 1.5 1.4 1.8 2.3 1.5 

Labour force, total (millions, 2013) 5.5 32.6 4.6 41.8 104.7 0.2 9.6 

Labour force with tertiary education (% of total, 2011) 18.3 36.7 32.9 27.5 17.2 .. 17.2 

Unemployment, total (% of total labour force, ILO estimate, 2012) 15.6 7.9 4.2 5.4 6.9 7.6 7.0 

Long-term unemployment (% of total unemployment, 2012) 48.7 34.7 34.7 45.2 14.6 .. 45.3 

Unemployment, youth (ages 15-24, ILO estimate, 2012) 37.7 21.3 8.4 8.1 15.5 12.8 22.8 

GDP (current US$, billions, 2013) 220.0 2,521.4 650.4 3,634.8 2,245.7 1.9 189.6 

GDP growth (annual %, 2013) -1.4 1.7 1.9 0.4 2.5 0.5 3.5 

GDP per capita (current US$, thousands, 2013) 21.0 39.3 80.5 45.1 11.2 3.8 9.5 

Infant mortality rate (deaths per 1000 live births, 2013) 3.1 3.9 3.6 3.2 12.3 21.9 10.5 

Mean years of schooling (2012) 8.2 12.3 12.2 12.9 7.2 3.5 10.7 

HDI score (2013) 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.8 

HDI ranking (2013) 41.0 14.0 3.0 6.0 79.0 123.0 54.0 

Note Top three countries of emigration and immigration with available data for, at least, the last three years. 

Source Table by OEm, data from the World Bank, DataBank, World Development Indicators, updated 11/06/2014, and the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 2014 Human Development Report (for mean years of schooling, HDI score and 

HDI ranking). 
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Table 1.2 Main migration indicators: international comparison 

Indicators Portugal 

Top three countries of destination of 

Portuguese emigration (outflows) 

Top three countries of origin  

of immigration in Portugal (inflows) 

United 

Kingdom 
Switzerland Germany Brazil 

Cabo  

Verde 
Romania 

Stock of emigrants (thousands, 2010) 2,230.0 4,668.3 407.8 3,540.6 1,367.1 192.5 2,769.4 

Stock of emigrants as percentage of population (2010) 20.8 7.5 5.4 4.3 0.7 37.5 13.1 

Emigration rate of tertiary-educated population (age of entry > 

22, %, 2000) 
13.1 11.7 6.6 3.2 1.9 55.5 10.2 

Stock of immigrants (thousands, 2010) 918.6 6,955.7 1,762.8 10,758.1 688.0 12.1 132.8 

Stock of immigrants as percentage of population (2010) 8.6 11.2 23.2 13.1 0.4 2.4 0.6 

Inward remittance flows (current US$, million, 2013) 4,372.4 1,711.9 3,148.9 15,204.4 2,537.2 175.9 3,515.0 

Inward remittance flows as a percentage of GDP (2013) 2.0 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.1 9.3 1.9 

Outward remittance flows (current US$, million, 2013) 1,230.9 2,221.9 30,109.0 16,700.6 1,019.4 9.7 543.0 

Note Top three countries of emigration and immigration with available data for, at least, the last three years. 

Source Table by OEm, data from the World Bank: Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, second edition (stocks of emigrants 

and of immigrants); Migration Database with Age of Entry, 1900-2000 (emigration rate of tertiary-educated population); 

DataBank, World Development Indicators, updated 11/06/2014 (remittance flows). 
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Estimates of total emigration 

Table 1.3 Permanent outflows of Portuguese emigrants: the historical background 

Year Total 
By destination By legal status 

America Europe Other Clandestine Legal 

1901 20,646 18,426 207 2,013 3,097 17,549 

1902 24,170 21,916 290 1,964 3,626 20,544 

1903 21,611 19,339 320 1,952 3,242 18,369 

1904 28,304 25,963 379 1,962 4,246 24,058 

1905 33,610 31,227 292 2,091 5,042 28,568 

1906 38,093 34,094 369 3,630 5,714 32,379 

1907 41,950 40,152 106 1,692 6,293 35,657 

1908 40,995 40,046 83 866 6,022 34,973 

1909 37,451 37,295 67 89 5,733 31,718 

1910 39,675 39,359 48 268 5,927 33,748 

1911 59,549 59,150 253 146 4,176 55,373 

1912 88,834 88,383 329 122 6,225 82,609 

1913 77,425 77,015 407 3 5,435 71,990 

1914 25,730 25,576 114 40 1,801 23,929 

1915 19,314 18,830 390 94 1,352 17,962 

1916 24,897 21,662 2,292 943 1,743 23,154 

1917 15,825 11,593 3,381 851 1,108 14,717 

1918 11,853 7,663 3,219 971 830 11,023 

1919 37,138 26,883 7,989 2,266 2,600 34,538 

1920 64,783 58,618 5,008 1,157 4,535 60,248 

1921 24,597 18,387 5,167 1,043 1,722 22,875 

1922 39,795 30,536 8,488 771 2,786 37,009 

1923 40,171 28,395 11,195 581 2,812 37,359 

1924 29,710 17,294 12,003 413 2,080 27,630 

1925 22,884 15,697 6,818 369 1,602 21,282 

1926 42,067 34,538 7,087 442 2,945 39,122 

1927 27,674 24,375 3,073 226 1,937 25,737 

1928 34,297 32,084 2,013 200 2,401 31,896 

1929 40,361 35,898 4,122 341 2,825 37,536 

1930 23,196 15,805 7,014 377 1,624 21,572 

1931 6,033 4,055 1,328 650 .. 6,033 

1932 5,909 5,151 557 201 .. 5,909 

1933 8,905 7,872 720 313 .. 8,905 

[to be continued] 
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Year Total 
By destination By legal status 

America Europe Other Clandestine Legal 

1934 7,472 6,491 623 358 .. 7,472 

1935 9,140 8,228 434 478 .. 9,140 

1936 12,484 12,024 .. 460 .. 12,484 

1937 14,667 13,505 .. 1,162 .. 14,667 

1938 13,609 11,290 .. 2,319 .. 13,609 

1939 17,807 17,466 .. 341 .. 17,807 

1940 13,226 13,013 .. 213 .. 13,226 

1941 6,260 6,191 .. 69 .. 6,260 

1942 2,214 2,108 .. 106 .. 2,214 

1943 893 660 .. 233 .. 893 

1944 2,424 2,168 .. 256 .. 2,424 

1945 5,938 5,728 .. 210 .. 5,938 

1946 8,275 8,123 .. 152 .. 8,275 

1947 12,838 12,128 .. 710 .. 12,838 

1948 12,343 11,474 .. 869 .. 12,343 

1949 17,296 15,647 .. 1,649 .. 17,296 

1950 21,892 21,491 401 .. .. 21,892 

1951 34,015 33,341 674 .. 351 33,664 

1952 47,407 46,544 863 .. 389 47,018 

1953 39,962 39,026 936 .. 276 39,686 

1954 41,190 40,234 956 .. 179 41,011 

1955 30,147 28,690 1,457 .. 351 29,796 

1956 28,096 26,072 2,024 .. 1,079 27,017 

1957 33,894 32,150 1,744 .. 1,538 32,356 

1958 35,600 29,207 6,393 .. 1,570 34,030 

1959 34,754 29,780 4,974 .. 1,296 33,458 

1960 35,159 28,513 6,646 .. 2,841 32,318 

1961 38,572 27,499 11,073 .. 5,046 33,526 

1962 43,002 24,376 18,626 .. 9,463 33,539 

1963 55,218 22,420 32,798 .. 17,389 37,829 

1964 75,576 17,232 58,344 .. 32,256 43,320 

1965 91,488 17,557 73,931 .. 28,736 62,752 

1966 111,995 33,266 78,729 .. 20,388 91,607 

1967 94,712 28,584 66,128 .. 16,197 78,515 

1968 96,227 27,014 69,213 .. 27,246 68,981 

1969 155,672 27,383 128,289 .. 85,507 70,165 

1970 183,205 22,659 160,546 .. 116,845 66,360 

1971 158,473 21,962 136,511 .. 108,073 50,400 

1972 115,545 20,122 95,423 .. 61,461 54,084 

1973 129,732 22,091 107,641 .. 50,215 79,517 

Source Table by OEm, data from Maria Ioannis .ŀƎŀƴƘŀ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŞ /ŀǊƭƻǎ aŀǊǉǳŜǎ όнллмύΣ άtƻǇǳƭŀœńƻέΣ ƛƴ bǳƴƻ ±ŀƭŞǊƛƻ όŜŘΦύ 

(2001), Estatísticas Históricas Portuguesas, vol. I, Lisbon, Instituto Nacional de Estatística, pp. 33-126. 
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Chart 1.1 Permanent outflows of Portuguese emigrants: the historical background 

 Source Chart by OEm, data from Maria Ioannis .ŀƎŀƴƘŀ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŞ /ŀǊƭƻǎ aŀǊǉǳŜǎ όнллмύΣ άtƻǇǳƭŀœńƻέΣ ƛƴ bǳƴƻ ±ŀƭŞǊƛƻ όŜŘΦύ 

(2001), Estatísticas Históricas Portuguesas, vol. I, Lisbon, Instituto Nacional de Estatística, pp. 33-126. 
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Table 1.4 Estimates of the outflows of Portuguese emigrants, 2001-2013 

Year 

Source 

Instituto Nacional de Estatística (National Institute of Statistics) 

[A] OEm 

[B] 

Total Permanent Temporary 

2001 20,223 5,396 14,827 40,000 

2002 27,358 8,813 18,545 50,000 

2003 27,008 6,687 20,321 60,000 

2004 .. 6,757 .. 70,000 

2005 .. 6,360 .. 75,000 

2006 .. 5,600 .. 80,000 

2007 .. 7,890 .. 90,000 

2008 .. 20,357 .. 85,000 

2009 .. 16,899 .. 75,000 

2010 .. 2,376 .. 70,000 

2011 100,978 43,998 56,980 80,000 

2012 121,418 51,958 69,460 95,000 

2013 128,108 53,786 74,322 110,000 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [A] Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE), Migratory Exit Movement Survey (1992 until 2007) 

and Annual Estimates of Emigration (as from 2008), based on the Portuguese Labour Force Survey data, in Pordata, Contemporary 

Portugal Database; [B] OEm estimates based on destination countries permanent inflows data. 

Chart 1.2 OEm estimates of the outflows of Portuguese emigrants, 2001-2013 

Source Chart by OEm, data from OEm, estimates based on destination countries permanent inflows data. 
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Table 1.5 UN estimates of the stock of Portuguese-born emigrants, 1990-2013 

Year 

Total Europe America Others 

N Percentage N Percentage N Percentage N Percentage 

1990 1,918,681 100.0 1,091,746 56.9 768,251 40.0 58,684 3.1 

2000 1,988,941 100.0 1,274,812 64.1 656,854 33.0 57,275 2.9 

2010 1,869,415 100.0 1,254,706 67.1 529,087 28.3 85,622 4.6 

2013 1,984,230 100.0 1,343,051 67.7 544,201 27.4 96,978 4.9 

Source Table by OEm, data from United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2013), Trends 

in International Migrant Stock: Migrants by Destination and Origin (United Nations database, POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2013). 

Chart 1.3 UN estimates of the stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in Europe, in 

percentage of total Portuguese-born emigrants, 1990-2013 

Source Chart by OEm, data from United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2013), Trends 

in International Migrant Stock: Migrants by Destination and Origin (United Nations database, POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2013). 
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Table 1.6 Stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in EU and EFTA countries, 

2000/2001 and 2010/11 

Country 2000/2001 2010/2011 Change 

Total 859,013 1,131,965 272,952 

Belgium 21,370 .. .. 

Bulgaria 13 .. .. 

Czech Republic 39 368 329 

Denmark 683 1,221 538 

Germany .. 75,110 .. 

Estonia 0 39 39 

Ireland 590 2,246 1,656 

Greece 292 336 44 

Spain 56,359 98,975 42,616 

France 581,062 617,235 36,173 

Croatia .. .. .. 

Italy 4,158 5,241 1,083 

Cyprus 33 166 133 

Latvia 1 32 31 

Lithuania 3 .. .. 

Luxembourg 41,690 60,897 19,207 

Hungary 28 290 262 

Malta .. 57 .. 

Netherlands 10,218 .. .. 

Austria 950 1,634 684 

Poland 60 222 162 

Romania 116 1,016 900 

Slovenia 10 39 29 

Slovakia 4 33 29 

Finland 141 355 214 

Sweden 2,514 2,974 460 

United Kingdom 36,556 92,065 55,509 

Iceland 104 416 312 

Liechtenstein 331 .. .. 

Norway 713 1,540 827 

Switzerland 100,975 169,458 68,483 

Note Low reliability of data on France for 2010. 

Source Table by OEm, data from Eurostat, based on member states census data, 2000/2001 and 2010/2011. 



 PORTUGUESE EMIGRATION FACTBOOK 2014 

OEm Observatório da Emigração | www.observatorioemigracao.pt 29 

Map 1.1 Stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in EU and EFTA countries, 2010/11 

Source Map by OEm, data from Eurostat, based on member states census data, 2010/2011. 

Chart 1.4 Major changes in the stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in EU and EFTA 

countries, 2000/2001 to 2010/11 

Source Chart by OEm, data from Eurostat, based on member states census data, 2000-2001 and 2010/2011. 
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Table 1.7 Stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in OECD countries by age group and 

educational attainment, 2000/2001 and 2010/11 

Indicator 

2001 2011 

Thousands % Thousands % 

Total 1,193 100.0 1,474 100.0 

Age group 

    

15-24 82 6.9 93 6.3 

25-64 991 83.1 1,163 78.9 

65+ 120 10.0 218 14.8 

Educational attainment 

    

Low 799 69.3 895 61.8 

Medium 276 24.0 394 27.2 

High 78 6.8 160 11.0 

Unknown 40 .. 26 .. 

Source Table by OEm, data from OECD, Database on Immigrants in OECD Countries, DIOC 2000-2001 and DIOC 2010-2011. 
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Chart 1.5  Stock of Portuguese-born emigrants in OECD countries by age group and 

educational attainment, 2000/2001 and 2010/11 

Source Chart by OEm, data from OECD, Database on Immigrants in OECD Countries, DIOC 2000-2001 and DIOC 2010-2011. 
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International comparison 

Table 1.8 Emigrants by country of origin, 2010 

Ranking Top countries of origin Emigrants, millions 

1 Mexico 11.9 

2 India 11.4 

3 Russian Federation 11.1 

4 China 8.3 

5 Ukraine 6.6 

6 Bangladesh 5.4 

7 Pakistan 4.7 

8 United Kingdom 4.7 

9 Philippines 4.3 

10 Turkey 4.3 

11 Egypt, Arab Rep. 3.7 

12 Kazakhstan 3.7 

13 Germany 3.5 

14 Italy 3.5 

15 Poland 3.1 

16 Morocco 3.0 

17 State of Palestine 3.0 

18 Romania 2.8 

19 Indonesia 2.5 

20 United States 2.4 

21 Afghanistan 2.3 

22 Portugal 2.2 

23 Vietnam 2.2 

24 Colombia 2.1 

25 Korea, Republic of 2.1 

26 Uzbekistan 2.0 

27 Sri Lanka 1.8 

28 Belarus 1.8 

29 France 1.7 

30 Puerto Rico 1.7 

Source Table by OEm, data from the World Bank, Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, second edition. 
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Chart 1.6 Emigrants by country of origin, 2010 

Source Chart by OEm, data from the World Bank, Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, second edition. 
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Table 1.9 Emigration and immigration rates in EU countries, 2010 

Country Emigration rate Immigration rate 

Austria 7.1 15.6 

Belgium 4.3 13.7 

Bulgaria 16.0 1.4 

Cyprus 17.0 17.5 

Czech Republic 3.6 4.4 

Denmark 4.7 8.8 

Estonia 12.7 13.6 

Finland 6.2 4.2 

France 2.8 10.7 

Germany 4.3 13.1 

Greece 10.8 10.1 

Hungary 4.6 3.7 

Ireland 16.1 19.6 

Italy 5.8 7.4 

Latvia 12.2 8.8 

Lithuania 13.5 4.0 

Luxembourg 11.8 35.2 

Malta 26.2 3.8 

Netherlands 6.0 10.5 

Poland 8.2 2.2 

Portugal 20.8 8.6 

Romania 13.1 0.6 

Slovakia 9.6 2.4 

Slovenia 6.5 8.1 

Spain 3.0 15.2 

Sweden 3.4 14.1 

United Kingdom 7.5 11.2 

Source Table by OEm, data from the World Bank, Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, second edition. 
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Chart 1.7 Emigration and immigration rates in EU countries, 2010 

Note Only countries with more than one million inhabitants. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from the World Bank, Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, second edition. 
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2 | Emigration to top destination 

countries 

 www.observatorioemigracao.pt/np4/4093 [OEm_Factbook_2014_TablesCharts02] 

  

http://www.observatorioemigracao.pt/np4/1269
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Summary 

Table 2.1  Main indicators of Portuguese emigration to top destination countries, 2013 

or last year available 

Country 
Portuguese permanent 

inflows 

Stock of migrants born 

in Portugal 

Population with 

Portuguese citizenship 

Acquisition of 

citizenship by 

Portuguese 

Stock of registrations 

in Portuguese 

consulates 

Angola 4,651 .. .. .. 115,595 

Belgium 4,227 31,564 38,813 211 53,977 

Brazil 2,913 137,973 .. .. 581,869 

Canada 629 140,310 23,765 607 151,087 

France 18,000 592,281 501,810 3,887 1,243,419 

Germany 11,401 104,084 127,368 510 171,933 

Italy 446 4,740 5,517 20 2,337 

Luxemburg 4,590 60,897 88,200 982 103,009 

Mozambique 3,759 3,767 4,279 .. 24,871 

Netherlands 2,079 15,486 17,266 38 46,517 

Norway 815 1,967 2,432 12 4,400 

Spain 5,302 134,248 129,079 1,265 48,653 

Switzerland 20,039 211,451 253,227 2,184 294,925 

United Kingdom 30,121 107,000 136,000 628 257,000 

United States 918 158,002 54,669 1,585 198,781 

Venezuela .. 37,326 .. .. 300,000 

Note [AGO] Permanente inflows: data from visas concerning permanent emigration. [BEL] Permanent inflows: 2012. [BRA] Migrants born in 

Portugal: 2010. [CAN] Migrants born in Portugal and population with Portuguese citizenship: 2011. Acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese and 

registrations in Portuguese consulates: 2012. [FRA] Permanent inflows: 2012. Migrants born in Portugal: 2011. Population with Portuguese 

citizenship: 2011. [ITA] Permanent inflows: 2012. Registrations in Portuguese consulates: 2010. [LUX] Migrants born in Portugal: 2011. 

[MOZ] Migrants born in Portugal and population with Portuguese citizenship: 2007. [USA] Population with Portuguese citizenship: 2012. 

[VEN] Migrants born in Portugal: 2011. 

Source Table by OEm, source data detailed in following pages. Entities: Consulado-Geral da República de Angola em Lisboa and 

Consulado-Geral da República de Angola no Porto, Portugal; Direção-Geral dos Assuntos Consulares e das Comunidades 

Portuguesas, Portugal (DGACCP); OCDE; Eurostat; Ministério do Trabalho e Emprego, Brazil; IMILA, Investigación Migración 

Internacional de Latinoamérica; Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística; Citizenship and Immigration Canada; Institut 

Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques, France; Ministère de LΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊŜΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΤ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƻ bŀŎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜ 9ǎǘŀǘƝǎǘƛŎŀΣ 

Mozambique; Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; Istituto Nazionale di Statistica, Italia; Le Portail des Statistiques du 

Luxembourg; Ministère de la Justice, Luxembourg; Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek, Netherlands; Statistics Norway; INE España; 

Observatorio Permanente de la Immigración, España; Office Fédéral de la Statistique, Switzerland; Department for Work and 

Pensions, UK; UK Office for National Statistics, Annual Population Survey (APS) /Labour Force Survey (LFS); Government UK, Home 

Office; US Department of Homeland Security; Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Venezuela. 
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Map 2.1 Portuguese permanent inflows in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

Note [AGO] Data from visas concerning permanent emigration. [BEL] 2012. [FRA] 2012. [ITA] 2012. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Map by OEm, data from: [AGO] Consulates of Angola in Portugal (Lisbon and Oporto); [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, 

Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Ministério do Trabalho e Emprego; [CAN] Citizenship and Immigration Canada; [DEU] 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [ITA] Eurostat, Statistics 

Database, Population and Social Conditions; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Direção Geral dos Assuntos 

Consulares e Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP) based on data from Mozambique Ministry of Labor; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor 

de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] 

Department for Work and Pensions; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security; [VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística. 
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Map 2.2 Stock of migrants born in Portugal in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

Note [BRA] 2010. [CAN] 2011. [FRA] 2011. [LUX] 2011. [MOZ] 2007. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Map by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Instituto Brasileiro 

de Geografia e Estatística, Censos 2010; [CAN] Statistics Canada; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études 

Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto 

Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; 

[CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US Census Bureau, Current Population Survey; 

[VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Censos de Población e Vivienda. 
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Inflows 

Table 2.2 Portuguese permanent inflows in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

Country Total inflows 

Portuguese inflows 

N 
As a percentage  

of total inflows 

Ranking in  

total inflows 

Angola .. 4,651 .. .. 

Belgium 109,995 4,227 3.8 .. 

Brazil 62,387 2,913 4.7 5th 

Canada 258,953 629 0.2 .. 

France 229,600 18,000 7.8 1st 

Germany 932,920 11,401 1.2 .. 

Italy 350,772 446 0.1 .. 

Luxemburg 21,098 4,590 21.8 1st 

Mozambique .. 3,759 .. .. 

Netherlands 137,160 2,079 1.5 .. 

Norway 66,934 815 1.2 .. 

Spain 342,390 5,302 1.5 .. 

Switzerland 167,248 20,039 12.0 2nd 

United Kingdom 617,236 30,121 4.9 5th 

United States 990,553 918 0.1 .. 

Venezuela 287,499 .. .. .. 

Note [AGO] Data from visas concerning permanent emigration. [BEL] 2012. [FRA] 2012. [ITA] 2012. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [AGO] Consulates of Angola in Portugal (Lisbon and Oporto); [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, 

Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Ministério do Trabalho e Emprego; [CAN] Citizenship and Immigration Canada; [DEU] 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [ITA] Eurostat, Statistics 

Database, Population and Social Conditions; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Direção Geral dos Assuntos 

Consulares e Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP) based on data from Mozambique Ministry of Labor; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor 

de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] 

Department for Work and Pensions; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security; [VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística. 
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Chart 2.1 Portuguese permanent inflows in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

Note [AGO] Data from visas concerning permanent emigration. [BEL] 2012. [FRA] 2012. [ITA] 2012. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [AGO] Consulates of Angola in Portugal (Lisbon and Oporto); [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, 

Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Ministério do Trabalho e Emprego; [CAN] Citizenship and Immigration Canada; [DEU] 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [ITA] Eurostat, Statistics 

Database, Population and Social Conditions; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Direção Geral dos Assuntos 

Consulares e Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP) based on data from Mozambique Ministry of Labor; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor 

de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] 

Department for Work and Pensions; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security. 
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Chart 2.2 Portuguese permanent inflows as a percentage of all permanent inflows in top 

destination countries, 2013 or last year available 

Note [BEL] 2012. [FRA] 2012. [ITA] 2012. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Ministério do 

Trabalho e Emprego; [CAN] Citizenship and Immigration Canada; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [FRA] Institut 

Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [ITA] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [LUX] 

Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto 

Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] Department for Work and Pensions; [USA] US Department of 

Homeland Security. 
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Table 2.3  Change in Portuguese permanent inflows in top destination countries, 

2012-2013 or last two years available 

Country 

Total inflows Portuguese inflows 

2012 2013 
Change  

in percentage 
2012 2013 

Change  

in percentage 

Angola .. .. .. .. 4,651 .. 

Belgium 117,948 109,995 -6.7 3,140 4,227 34.6 

Brazil 73,022 62,387 -14.6 2,247 2,913 29.6 

Canada 257,895 258,953 0.4 560 629 12.3 

France 216,640 229,600 6.0 .. 18,000 .. 

Germany 755,318 932,920 23.5 9,054 11,401 25.9 

Italy 385,793 350,772 -9.1 452 446 -1.3 

Luxemburg 20,478 21,098 3.0 5,193 4,590 -11.6 

Mozambique .. .. .. 2,597 3,759 44.7 

Netherlands 130,698 137,160 4.9 2,051 2,079 1.4 

Norway 70,012 66,934 -4.4 582 815 40.0 

Spain 336,110 342,390 1.9 6,201 5,302 -14.5 

Switzerland 151,002 167,248 10.8 18,892 20,039 6.1 

United Kingdom 518,954 617,236 18.9 20,443 30,121 47.3 

United States 1,031,631 990,553 -4.0 811 918 13.2 

Venezuela .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Note [AGO] Data from visas concerning permanent emigration. [BEL] 2011 and 2012. [FRA] 2011 and 2012. [ITA] 2011 and 2012. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [AGO] Consulates of Angola in Portugal (Lisbon and Oporto); [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, 

Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Ministério do Trabalho e Emprego; [CAN] Citizenship and Immigration Canada; [FRA] 

Institut National Etudes Démographiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] Eurostat, Statistics Database, 

Population and Social Conditions; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Direção Geral dos Assuntos Consulares e 

Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP), based on data from Mozambique Ministry of Labor; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de 

Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] 

Department for Work and Pensions; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security. 
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Stocks 

Table 2.4  Stock of migrants born in Portugal in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

Country Total population 

All foreign-born migrants Migrants born in Portugal 

N 

As a percentage 

of total 

population 

N 

As a percentage 

of total 

population 

As a percentage  

of all foreign-

born 

Ranking in 

foreign-born 

population 

Angola .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Belgium 11,099,554 1,747,641 15.7 31,564 0.3 1.8 .. 

Brazil 190,755,799 592,570 0.3 137,973 0.1 23.3 1st 

Canada 32,852,325 7,217,295 22.0 140,310 0.4 1.9 .. 

France 64.933.400 5,605,167 8.7 592,281 0.9 10.6 3rd 

Germany 80,716,000 6,402,828 7.9 104,084 0.1 1.6 .. 

Italy 59,685,227 4,387,721 7.4 7,023 0.0 0.2 .. 

Luxemburg 512,400 205,162 40.0 60,897 11.9 29.7 1st 

Mozambique 20,252,223 342,117 1.7 3,767 0.0 1.1 .. 

Netherlands 16,779,575 1,793,189 10.7 15,486 0.1 0.9 .. 

Norway 5,051,275 593,322 11.7 1,967 0.0 0.3 .. 

Spain 47,129,783 6,640,536 14.1 134,248 0.3 2.0 .. 

Switzerland 8,139,631 2,289,560 28.1 211,451 2.6 9.2 2nd 

United Kingdom 62,605,000 7,780,000 12.4 107,000 0.2 1.4 .. 

United States 310,817,022 43,960,023 14.1 158,002 0.1 0.4 .. 

Venezuela 27,150,095 1,156,578 4.3 37,326 0.1 3.2 .. 

Note [BRA] 2010. [CAN] 2011. [FRA] 2011. [ITA] 2012. [LUX] 2011. [MOZ] 2007. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Instituto Brasileiro 

de Geografia e Estatística, Censos 2010; [CAN] Statistics Canada; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études 

Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] OECD, International Migration Database; [LUX] Le Portail des 

Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics 

Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US 

Census Bureau, Current Population Survey; [VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Censos de Población e Vivienda. 
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Chart 2.3 Stock of migrants born in Portugal in top destination countries, 2013 or last year 

available 

 Note [BRA] 2010. [CAN] 2011. [FRA] 2011. [ITA] 2012. [LUX] 2011. [MOZ] 2007. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Instituto Brasileiro 

de Geografia e Estatística, Censos 2010; [CAN] Statistics Canada; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études 

Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] OECD, International Migration Database; [LUX] Le Portail des 

Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics 

Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US 

Census Bureau, Current Population Survey; [VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Censos de Población e Vivienda. 

0 100,000 200,000 300,000 400,000 500,000 600,000

Norway

Mozambique

Italy

Netherlands

Belgium

Venezuela

Luxemburg

Germany

United Kingdom

Spain

Brazil

Canada

United States

Switzerland

France



PORTUGUESE EMIGRATION FACTBOOK 2014  

48 OEm Observatório da Emigração | www.observatorioemigracao.pt  

Chart 2.4 Stock of migrants born in Portugal as a percentage  

of all foreign-born in top destination countries, 2013 or last year available 

 Note [BRA] 2010. [CAN] 2011. [FRA] 2011. [ITA] 2012. [LUX] 2011. [MOZ] 2007. [VEN] 2011. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [BRA] Instituto Brasileiro 

de Geografia e Estatística, Censos 2010; [CAN] Statistics Canada; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études 

Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] OECD, International Migration Database; [LUX] Le Portail des 

Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics 

Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US 

Census Bureau, Current Population Survey; [VEN] Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Censos de Población e Vivienda. 
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Table 2.5  Change in the stock of migrants born in Portugal in top destination countries, 

2012-2013 or last two years available 

Country 

All foreign-born migrants Migrants born in Portugal 

2012 2013 
Change  

in percentage 
2012 2013 

Change  

in percentage 

Angola .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Belgium 1,689,526 1,747,641 3.4 31,560 31,564 0.0 

Brazil .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Canada .. .. .. .. .. .. 

France 5,514,154 5,605,167 1.7 588,276 592,281 0.7 

Germany 5,975,210 6,402,828 7.2 97,445 104,084 6.8 

Italy 4,052,081 4,387,721 8.3 4,226 4,740 12.2 

Luxemburg .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Mozambique .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Netherlands 1,772,204 1,793,189 1.2 14,868 15,486 4.2 

Norway 546,732 593,322 8.5 1,557 1,967 26.3 

Spain 6,759,780 6,640,536 -1.8 143,488 134,248 -6.4 

Switzerland 2,218,445 2,289,560 3.2 199,209 211,451 6.1 

United Kingdom 7,679,000 7,780,000 1.3 90,000 107,000 18.9 

United States 44,056,641 43,960,023 -0.2 166,582 158,002 -5.2 

Venezuela .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Note [FRA] 2009 and 2010. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [FRA] Institut Nacional de 

la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; 

[NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; 

[USA] US Census Bureau, Current Population Survey. 
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Citizenship 

Table 2.6 Population with Portuguese citizenship in top destination countries, 2013 or last 

year available 

Country Total population 

All foreigners Foreigners with Portuguese citizenship 

N 
As a percentage of  

total population 
N 

As a percentage  

of total population 

As a percentage  

of all foreigners 

Angola .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Belgium 11,099,554 1,253,902 11.3 38,813 0.3 3.1 

Brazil  .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Canada 32,852,325 1,957,015 6.0 23,765 0.1 1.2 

France 64,933,400 3,888,977 6.0 501,810 0.8 12.9 

Germany 80,716,000 7,633,628 9.5 127,368 0.2 1.7 

Italy 59,685,227 4,387,721 7.4 5,517 0.0 0.1 

Luxemburg 537,000 238,800 44.5 88,200 16.4 36.9 

Mozambique 20,252,223 205,906 1.0 4,279 0.0 2.1 

Netherlands 16,779,575 796,243 4.7 17,266 0.1 2.2 

Norway 5,051,275 448,765 8.9 2,432 0.0 0.5 

Spain 47,129,783 5,546,238 11.8 129,079 0.3 2.3 

Switzerland 8,139,631 1,937,447 23.8 253,227 3.1 13.1 

United Kingdom 62,605,000 4,902,000 7.8 136,000 0.2 2.8 

United States 308,827,259 22,041,983 7.1 54,669 0.0 0.2 

Venezuela .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Note [CAN] 2011. [FRA] 2010. [MOZ] 2007. [USA] 2012. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [CAN] Statistics Canada; 

[FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] Istituto 

Nazionale di Statistica; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal 

Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; 

[GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 
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Chart 2.5 Population with Portuguese citizenship in top destination countries, 2013 or last 

year available 

Note [CAN] 2006. [FRA] 2010. [MOZ] 2007. [USA] 2012. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [CAN] Statistics Canada; 

[FRA] Institut Nacional de la Statistique et des Études Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] Istituto 

Nazionale di Statistica; [LUX] Le Portail des Statistiques du Luxembourg; [MOZ] Instituto Nacional de Estatística; [NLD] Centraal 

Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; 

[GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 
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Table 2.7  Change in the population with Portuguese citizenship in top destination 

countries, 2012-2013 or last two years available 

Country 

All foreigners Foreigners with Portuguese citizenship 

2012 2013 
Change  

in percentage 
2012 2013 

Change  

in percentage 

Angola .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Belgium 1,224,904 1,253,902 2.4 36,082 38,813 7.6 

Brazil .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Canada .. .. .. .. .. .. 

France 3,817,562 3,888,977 1.9 495,454 501,810 1.3 

Germany 7,213,708 7,633,628 5.8 120,560 127,368 5.6 

Italy 4,052,081 4,387,721 8.3 4,740 5,517 16.4 

Luxemburg 229,900 238,800 3.9 85,300 88,200 3.4 

Mozambique .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Netherlands 786,057 796,243 1.3 16,430 17,266 5.1 

Norway 407,262 448,765 10.2 1,902 2,432 27.9 

Spain 5,736,258 5,546,238 -3.3 138,682 129,079 -6.9 

Switzerland 1,869,969 1,937,447 3.6 237,945 253,227 6.4 

United Kingdom 4,852,000 4,903,000 1.0 111,000 136,000 22.5 

United States 22,041,983 21,906,231 -0.6 54,669 .. .. 

Venezuela .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Note [FRA] 2010 and 2011. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [FRA] Institut Nacional de la 

Statistique et des Études Économiques; [DEU] Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] Istituto Nazionale di Statistica; [LUX] Le Portail des 

Statistiques du Luxembourg; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Instituto Nacional de Estadística; [CHE] 

Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] UK National Statistics; [USA] US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 
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Table 2.8 Acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese in top destination countries, 2013 

or last year available 

Country 
Acquisition of citizenship  

by all foreigners 

Acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese 

N 
As a percentage of acquisition  

of citizenship by all foreigners 

Angola .. .. .. 

Belgium 38,612 211 0.5 

Brazil .. .. .. 

Canada 113,150 607 0.5 

France 97,276 3,887 4.0 

Germany 112,353 510 0.5 

Italy 65,383 20 0.0 

Luxemburg 4,412 982 22.3 

Mozambique .. .. .. 

Netherlands 25,882 38 0.1 

Norway 13,223 12 0.1 

Spain 261,295 1,265 0.5 

Switzerland 34,061 2,184 6.4 

United Kingdom 207,989 628 0.3 

United States 779,929 1,585 0.2 

Venezuela .. .. .. 

Note [BEL] 2012. [CAN] 2012. [ITA] 2012. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [CAN] OECD, International 

aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΤ ώCw!ϐ aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ [ΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊŜΤ ώ59¦ϐ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛǎŎƘŜǎ .ǳƴŘŜǎŀƳǘ 5ŜǳǘǎŎƘƭŀƴŘΤ ώL¢!ϐ Istituto Nazionale di 

Statistica; [LUX] Ministère de la Justice; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Ministerio de 

Justicia; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] Government UK; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security. 
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Chart 2.6 Acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese in top destination countries, 2013 

or last year available 

Note [BEL] 2012. [CAN] 2012. [ITA] 2012. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from: [BEL] Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population and Social Conditions; [CAN] OECD, International 

aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΤ ώCw!ϐ aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ [ΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊŜΤ ώ59¦ϐ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛǎŎƘŜǎ .ǳƴŘŜǎŀƳǘ 5ŜǳǘǎŎƘƭŀƴŘΤ ώL¢!ϐ Istituto Nazionale di 

Statistica; [LUX] Ministère de la Justice; [NLD] Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Ministerio de 

Justicia; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] Government UK; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security. 
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Table 2.9 Change in the acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese in top destination 

countries, 2012-2013 or last two years available 

Country 

Acquisition of citizenship by all foreigners Acquisition of citizenship by Portuguese 

2012 2013 
Change  

in percentage 
2012 2013 

Change  

in percentage 

Angola .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Belgium 29,786 38,612 29.6 165 211 27.9 

Brazil .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Canada 181,338 113,150 -37.6 775 607 -21.7 

France 96,051 97,276 1.3 4,294 3,887 -9.5 

Germany 112,348 112,353 0.0 444 510 14.9 

Italy 56,153 65,383 16.4 37 20 -45.9 

Luxemburg 4,680 4,412 -5.7 1,155 982 -15.0 

Mozambique .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Netherlands 30,955 25,882 -16.4 69 38 -44.9 

Norway 12,384 13,223 6.8 12 12 0.0 

Spain 115,557 261,295 126.1 830 1,265 52.4 

Switzerland 33,500 34,061 1.7 2,071 2,184 5.5 

United Kingdom 194,209 207,989 7.1 499 628 25.9 

United States 757,434 779,929 3.0 1,607 1,585 -1.4 

Venezuela .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Note [BEL] 2011 and 2012. [CAN] 2011 and 2012. [ITA] 2011 and 2012. 

Source Table by OEm, data from: [BEL] OECD, International Migration Database (2011); Eurostat, Statistics Database, Population 

and Social Conditions (2012); [CAN] OECD, International Migration Database; [FRA] Ministère de l'Intérieur (2010); [DEU] 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland; [ITA] Istituto Nazionale di Statistica; [LUX] Ministère de la Justice; [NLD] Centraal Bureau 

voor de Statistiek; [NOR] Statistics Norway; [ESP] Ministerio de Justicia; [CHE] Office Fédéral de la Statistique; [GBR] Government 

UK; [USA] US Department of Homeland Security. 
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Consular data 

Table 2.10  Stock of consular registrations in top destination countries, 2012 or last year 

available 

Country 
All registrations  

in Portuguese consulates 

Registrations by migrants born in Portugal 

N 
As a percentage  

of all registrations 

Angola 115,595 38,994 33.7 

Belgium 46,642 33,039 70.8 

Brazil 612,203 425,396 69.5 

Canada 133,954 103,653 77.4 

France 1,190,798 817,138 68.6 

Germany 171,166 117,327 68.5 

Italy 2,337 1,434 61.4 

Luxemburg 99,738 60,502 60.7 

Mozambique 24,871 10,631 42.7 

Netherlands 18,992 11,936 62.8 

Norway 4,400 .. .. 

Spain 66,212 47,959 72.4 

Switzerland 288,465 210,327 72.9 

United Kingdom 171,497 100,542 58.6 

United States 195,164 168,484 86.3 

Venezuela 165,498 96,509 58.3 

Note [ANG] 2013. The number of those born in Portugal do not include data from the consulate of Benguela and refers only to 

computerized records. [ITA] 2010. [MOZ] 2013. [NOR] 2013. 

Source Table by OEm, data from Direcção-Geral dos Assuntos Consulares e das Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP). 
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Chart 2.7  Stock of consular registrations in top destination countries, 2012 or last year 

available 

Note [ANG] 2013. [ITA] 2010. [MOZ] 2013. [NOR] 2013. 

Source Chart by OEm, data from Direcção-Geral dos Assuntos Consulares e das Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP). 
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Table 2.11 Change in the stock of consular registrations in top destination countries, 

2011-2012 or last two years available 

Country 

All registrations in Portuguese consulates Registrations by migrants born in Portugal 

2011 2012 
Change  

in percentage 
2011 2012 

Change  

in percentage 

Angola 113,194 115,595 2.1 .. 38,994 .. 

Belgium 44,228 46,642 5.5 31,698 33,039 4.2 

Brazil 596,668 612,203 2.6 425,449 425,396 0.0 

Canada 132,467 133,954 1.1 101,519 103,653 2.1 

France 1,161,900 1,190,798 2.5 801,180 817,138 2.0 

Germany 164,770 171,166 3.9 115,605 117,327 1.5 

Italy 1,845 2,337 26.7 1,133 1,434 26.6 

Luxemburg 96,467 99,738 3.4 58,860 60,502 2.8 

Mozambique 21,114 22,663 7.3 8,315 9,224 10.9 

Netherlands 17,172 18,992 10.6 10,809 11,936 10.4 

Norway .. 4,400 .. .. .. .. 

Spain 62,381 66,212 6.1 44,586 47,959 7.6 

Switzerland 278,692 288,465 3.5 204,989 210,327 2.6 

United Kingdom 159,336 171,497 7.6 96,327 100,542 4.4 

United States 191,987 195,164 1.7 167,173 168,484 0.8 

Venezuela 142,157 165,498 16.4 80,029 96,509 20.6 

Note [ANG] 2012 and 2013. [ITA] 2009 and 2010. [NOR] 2013. 

Source Table by OEm, data from Direcção-Geral dos Assuntos Consulares e das Comunidades Portuguesas (DGACCP). 
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3 | Remittances 
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Volume and composition 

Table 3.1 Inward and outward remittance flows in Portugal, 2013 

Country 
Inward flows 

(thousand euros) 

Outward flows 

(thousand euros) 
Balance 

Total 3,015,777 556,044 2,459,733 

Algeria 42 220 -178 

Angola 304,328 18,847 285,481 

Argentina 449 158 291 

Australia 3,221 484 2,737 

Austria 9,167 220 8,947 

Belgium 67,205 1,566 65,639 

Brazil 16,524 253,250 -236,726 

Bulgaria 527 5,678 -5,151 

Canada 42,792 3,453 39,339 

Cape Verde 3,438 13,130 -9,692 

China 1,669 78,204 -76,535 

Croatia 50 423 -373 

Cyprus 982 42 940 

Czech Republic 1,193 3,489 -2,296 

Denmark 6,024 162 5,862 

Egypt, Arab Rep. 180 662 -482 

Estonia 673 1,297 -624 

Finland 3,800 78 3,722 

France 894,932 20,145 874,787 

Germany 197,247 4,163 193,084 

Greece 1,118 281 837 

Guinea-Bissau 526 2,610 -2,084 

Hungary 684 1,352 -668 

Iceland 252 23 229 

India 571 2,447 -1,876 

Ireland 8,753 267 8,486 

Italy 22,136 2,415 19,721 

Japan 1,159 27 1,132 

Korea, Rep. 99 38 61 

Latvia 667 3,688 -3,021 

Lithuania 229 866 -637 

Luxembourg 86,937 1,449 85,488 

[to be continued] 
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Country 
Inward flows 

(thousand euros) 

Outward flows 

(thousand euros) 
Balance 

Malta 944 40 904 

Mexico 618 237 381 

Morocco 1,132 5,037 -3,905 

Mozambique 7,560 10,015 -2,455 

Netherlands 61,053 1,733 59,320 

New Zealand 96 12 84 

Nigeria 554 1,560 -1,006 

Norway 5,834 160 5,674 

Poland 3,168 6,656 -3,488 

Romania 1,789 15,764 -13,975 

Russian Federation 1,390 4,641 -3,251 

São Tomé and Principe 687 986 -299 

Saudi Arabia 826 11 815 

Slovak Republic 573 1,137 -564 

Slovenia 398 868 -470 

South Africa 6,558 480 6,078 

Spain 156,697 15,237 141,460 

Switzerland 738,128 3,846 734,282 

Sweden 10,175 169 10,006 

Turkey 794 341 453 

Ukraine 403 31,321 -30,918 

United Kingdom 156,227 6,635 149,592 

United States 140,320 7,139 133,181 

Venezuela, RB 6,974 574 6,400 

Other countries 35,305 20,311 14,994 

OECD 
2,622,437 85,247 2,537,190 

PALOP 316,539 45,587 270,952 

EU27 1,693,353 95,819 1,597,534 

Euro Zone (15) 1,512,615 50,937 1,461,678 

Source Table by OEm, data from Banco de Portugal, Statistics Online (BPstat), Balance of Payment Statistics. 
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Map 3.1 Inward remittance flows in Portugal, 2013 

Source Map by OEm, data from Banco de Portugal, Statistics Online (BPstat), Balance of Payment Statistics. 

Map 3.2 Outward remittance flows in Portugal, 2013 

Source Map by OEm, data from Banco de Portugal, Statistics Online (BPstat), Balance of Payment Statistics. 








































































































































