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Portuguese emigration to Belgium decreases 10% in 2020 

2022-10-25 

According to OECD data, 2,907 Portuguese entered Belgium in 2020. That international 

organisation accounted for a total of 101,553 entries of foreigners into Belgian territory, with 

the Portuguese accounting for 2.9% of that total. + 

The growth trend that had been seen since 2018 was interrupted in 2020, with the number of 

Portuguese arrivals in Belgium decreasing again (-9.6%), in a year in which the number of total 

arrivals of foreigners also decreased (-21.6%). This decrease is likely to be largely explained by 

the effects of the pandemic on the restriction of mobility that occurred during 2020. In 2013 

the number of Portuguese emigrants entering Belgian territory had reached the highest figure 

of this century (4,332 arrivals), very different from the 1,324 arrivals recorded in 2000 

(minimum value of the series under analysis).  

Link https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=MIG 

[by Inês Vidigal] 

Cite as Vidigal, Inês (2022), “Portuguese emigration to Belgium decreases 10% in 2020”, 

Observatório da Emigração. http://observatorioemigracao.pt/np4EN/8808.html 
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Source Graph by Observatório da Emigração [Emigration Observatory], data by OCDE, Demography and 
Population, International Migration Database 

Portuguese inflows into Belgium, 2000-2020

https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=MIG
http://observatorioemigracao.pt/np4EN/8808.html

